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Since the end of 1944, a monthly statistical series has been maintained for manufae-
turing and a few other industries, showing average hours and average hourly and weekly
wages for wage-earners for whom employers keep records of hours actually worked. In
1945, the annual average of hourly earnings in factories was 69.4 cents, and each succeeding
year experienced a step-up until a high of 151.5 cents was reached in 1956. Other industries
in which payment by the hour is typical followed the same upward trend. For example,
the average in construction advanced from 73.5 cents an hour in 1945 to a new peak of
163.9 cents in 1956. Increases in hourly earnings were attended by decreases in the
average hours worked in most reporting industries. In manufacturing, the average
weekly hours fell from 44.3 in 1945 to 41.1 in 1956.

3.—Annual Average Index Numbers of Employment by Industrial Greup 1947-56 and
Monthly Indexes 1955 and 1956

Note.—These indexes are calculated as at the first day of each month, on the base 1949=100.
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